Behavioral and enzymatic interactions between benzyl alcohol and ethanol.
Acute IP injection of benzyl alcohol but not benzaldehyde (0.5 g/kg) caused aversion to voluntary drinking of 5% ethanol solution by male rats with preference to ethanol. Benzyl alcohol noncompetitively inhibited hepatic alcohol dehydrogenase of rats maintained for a short term on 5% ethanol compared to control. The results suggest an adverse interaction between benzyl alcohol and ethanol underlying the observed aversion to ethanol.